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Lacey Schwartz Delgado 
Sunday, October 3 - 10:00am 

 
Join us for a virtual conversation about race and 
Judaism with award winning producer, writer, 
director and outreach specialist Lacey Schwartz 
Delgado. She uses the power of narratives to 
build community and impact change on personal, 
familial, institutional and societal levels.  Her film 
“Little White Lie” explores Lacey’s shifting racial 
identity and what it means to be Black and Jewish 
in America. Registrants will receive access to the 
film October 2. 
 
Please click here to register and obtain film and 
the Zoom link. Registration deadline Friday, 
October 1. 
 
What defines our identity, our family of origin or 
the family that raises us? How do we come to 
terms with the sins and mistakes of our parents? 
Lacey discovers that answering those questions 
means understanding her parents’ own stories as 
well as her own. She pieces together her family 
history and the story of her dual identity using 
home videos, archival footage, interviews, and 
episodes from her own life. Little White Lie is a 
personal documentary about the legacy of family 
secrets, denial, and the power of telling the truth. 

Rabbi Maurice Harris 
Sundays, October 10, 17, 24  - 11:00am 

 

This 3-part online class is based on a powerful 
slideshow with the instructor, Maurice Harris, 
narrating, followed by moderated Q and A. These 
sessions will offer a comprehensive overview of 
how Jews came into being as a nation in the 
ancient Land of Israel, how their many centuries 
of exile affected their relationship to that land, 
and how modern Zionism developed into a 
successful state building movement culminating 
in the establishment of the modern State of Israel 
in 1948. The class also unpacks the major 
components of the Israeli-Palestinian and Israeli-
Arab conflicts, taking care to honor both 
Palestinian narratives and Israeli narratives of 
what happened and continues to happen. With 
care and candor, the course describes and 
humanizes the narrative of dispossession and 
resistance of the Palestinians alongside the 
narrative of survival, return, and state-building of 
Jewish Israelis. It concludes with an overview of 
different ideas for how to resolve the conflict that 
are currently getting increased attention. 
 

Please click here to register in advance to receive 
the Zoom link. 
 

Please click here for topics for each class. 

https://www.tialbany.org/event/little-white-lie.html
https://www.columbiajewish.org/3_part_series/
https://www.columbiajewish.org/events/a-brief-history-of-the-israeli-palestinian-conflict/


 

Meet the Author -  Ronald Balson 
Defending Britta Stein 
Thursday, October 14, 7:30pm 
Defending Britta Stein is a story of bravery, betrayal, and redemption―from Ronald H. Balson, the winner of 
the National Jewish Book Award 
 

In his newest novel, Defending Britta Stein, Ronald Balson returns to his expertise as a litigator, presenting us 
with a thrilling courtroom drama that explores current day Chicago, wartime Denmark, and his most popular 
protagonists, the attorney Catherine Lockhart and private investigator Liam Taggart. Themes of courage, 
betrayal, and redemption are woven into this amazing story which chronicles the extraordinary bravery of the 
Danish people and their quest to save their Jewish brethren during WWII.  Defending Britta Stein will be 
published on September 7, 2021. Reserve your copy by pre- ordering the book from Bookshop.org (to support 
independent bookstores) or Amazon.com.   Click here to register in advance to receive the Zoom link.  This 
ongoing Author series has been made possible by a generous grant from the B’nai Sholom/Beth El Foundation. 
 
Who Will Write Our History? 
Led by Professor Sam Kassow, Trinity College 
Thursday, November 4, 8:30pm  
In 1940, in the Jewish ghetto of Nazi-occupied Warsaw, the Polish historian Emanuel Ringelblum established a 
clandestine scholarly organization called the Oyneg Shabes to record the experiences of the ghetto’s inhabitants. 
For three years, members of the Oyneg Shabes worked in secret to chronicle the lives of hundereds of thousands 
as they suffered starvation, disease, and deportation by the Nazis. Shortly before the Warsaw ghetto was 
emptied and razed in 1943, the Oyneg Shabes buried thousands of documents from this massive archive in milk 
cans and tin boxes, ensuring that the voice and culture of a doomed people would outlast the efforts of their 
enemies to silence them. In 2018, Professor Kassow’s book was made into a film directed by Roberta Grossman.  
Click here to register to receive a link to view the film and to register for the program.  
 
Russia: St. Petersburg and Moscow – The Pale and Beyond 
A Virtual Historical Tour with Mike Hollander 
Sunday, November 14, 2021, 1:00 pm 
Mike is an Independent Tour Guide and Jewish Educator 
Many Ashkenazi Jews say that their parents/grandparents/great grandparents came from ‘Russia,’ however most 
likely they didn’t! Jews – by and large – were not allowed to live in what is today the Russian Federation 
(including St. Petersburg and Moscow) until 1860. From that period until the Russian Revolution in 1917, this 
area was an anvil of creativity. In addition, major events here - including the assassination of Czar Alexander II in 
1881, the Russian Revolution, the Great Patriotic War (WWII), the Cold War, and Glasnost – had tremendous 
impact on the Jewish population in this part of the world. They also had a profound impact on North American 
Jewry. This journey will visit these cities and examine how these events have and continue to impact Jewish 
identity in these places, as well as in North America and Israel. Click here to register for the program and receive 
the Zoom link. 

 
 

True Colors 
Saturday, November 20, 2021, 8:00 pm 
America’s Jewish community was created by the twists and turns of history. It’s nourished 
by the ethnic, racial and cultural diversity of a myriad of worldwide Jewish identities and 
experiences. We honor this diversity with True Colors, created by the Jewish Women’s 
Theatre of LA.  True Colors shares humorous, revealing and inspiring stories from Jews of 
Color exploring identity, community and being a Jew in modern times. The performance is 
live on Zoom followed by a Q&A with the performers after the show. Please register in 
advance by Friday, November 19 in order to receive the Zoom link in time. 

https://bookshop.org/books/defending-britta-stein-9781250819727/9781250274809
https://www.amazon.com/Defending-Britta-Stein-Catherine-Lockhart/dp/125027480X/ref=sr_1_1?dchild=1&keywords=defending+britta+stein&qid=1627483503&sr=8-1
https://www.torat-el.org/events/meet-the-author-ron-balson-2/
https://www.columbiajewish.org/who-will-write-our-history/
https://www.columbiajewish.org/russia-st-petersburg-and-moscow-the-pale-and-beyond/
http://www.columbiajewish.org/true-colors-registration/
http://www.columbiajewish.org/true-colors-registration/


 
 

Superman is Jewish? 
Sunday, December 5, 2021, 11:00am 
With Rabbi Elyse Wechterman 
Faster than a speeding bullet. More powerful than a locomotive. Able to  
leap tall buildings in a single bound. Look! Up in the sky! It’s a bird! It’s a  
plane! It’s a nice yeshiva bocher?!  Let’s look at the Jewish history of  
Superman, He-man and many of the classic superheroes and what that tells  
us about Jewish fears, hopes and longings.  Rabbi Elyse Wechterman, self-proclaimed geek, will share of 
the  history of American superheroes and explore their connection to Jewish folklore and history.  
Please click here to register in advance. The Zoom link will be provided a few days before the program. 
 
Meet the Author Series — Laugh Lines with Alan Zweibel 
Thursday, December 9, 2021, 7:30 pm 
With his tender, funny memoir of four decades in the business, Alan Zweibel traces the history of 
American comedy 
Alan Zweibel started his comedy career selling jokes for seven dollars apiece to the last of the Borscht Belt 
standups. Then one night, despite bombing on stage, he caught the attention of Lorne Michaels and became 
one of the first writers at Saturday Night Live, where he penned classic material for Gilda Radner, John Belushi, 
and all of the original Not Ready For Prime Time Players. From SNL, he went on to have a hand in a series of 
landmark shows—from It’s Garry Shandling’s Show to Curb Your Enthusiasm. Throughout the pages of Laugh 
Lines Zweibel weaves together his own stories and interviews with his friends and contemporaries, including 
Richard Lewis, Eric Idle, Bob Saget, Mike Birbiglia, Sarah Silverman, Judd Apatow, Dave Barry, Carl Reiner, and 
more. The book also features a charming foreword from his friend of forty-five years Billy Crystal, with whom 
he co-wrote and co-produced the upcoming film Here Today that stars Crystal and Tiffany Haddish. Laugh 
Lines is a warmhearted cultural memoir of American comedy.  Click here to register in advance. The Zoom link 
will be provided a few days before the program.  
This ongoing series has been made possible by a generous grant from the B’nai Sholom/Beth El Foundation. 

Coming in 2022 - Mark Your Calendar! 
Watch your email for details 

 
Virtual Tour of Jewish Rome,  Sunday, January 9, 2022  

Meet the Author, Danny Abebe - From Africa to Zion, Sunday, January 23, 2022  

The Golden Age of Jewish Life in Sepharad/Spain – Guide for the Perplexed, Sunday, February 6, 2022 

Live Virtual Walking Tour of Venice, Sunday, April 3, 2022  

Meet the Author, Susan Shapiro, The Forgiveness Tour, Thursday, May 19, 2022  

      Meet the Author, Joshua M. Greene  - Unstoppable, Thursday, July 21, 2022 
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https://www.columbiajewish.org/superman-is-jewish/
https://www.columbiajewish.org/meet-the-author-alan-zweibel-laugh-lines/

