
Tu B’Shevat Seder 2022/5782  
Columbia Jewish Congregation

The Green Team and the Standing for Racial Justice Committee present  our



Oh Lord prepare me
To be a sanctuary

Pure and holy
Tried and true

And with thanksgiving
I'll be a living

Sanctuary for You. 



ֵהינּו ֶמֶל ָהעֹוָלם ֶׁשֶהֱחיָנּו  ָּברּו ַאָּתה ה’ ֱא
וְִקּיְָמנּו וְִהִגיָענּו ַלְּזַמן ַהֶּזה

Barukh ata Adonai, eloheiny melech haolam, shehecheyanu v’kiyamanu, 
v’higianu lazman hazeh. 

Blessed are you, the Source of all life, that revives us, sustains us, 
and brings us to this experience together.



Oh Lord prepare me
To be a sanctuary

Pure and holy
Tried and true

And with thanksgiving
I'll be a living

Sanctuary for You. 



Tu B’Shevat (the 15th 
of Shevat) falls on the 
full moon of 
midwinter. It 
is a doorway between 
winter and spring - 
when much of nature 
is hibernating, 
resting, preparing to 
bloom.



The sap begins to rise…

In Hebrew, the word for sap is saraf, which means fire. The Hebrew month of 
Shevat is a time of warming - the days get longer and, even though it is still 
cold outside, the land begins to warm and our bodies and minds begin to 
emerge from hibernation. If we pay attention, we can begin to tune into the 
early signs of life, of spring, in the world around us. 

Tu B’Shevat is a day to welcome and honor the sap – the water within trees 
that allows life to return. Tu B’Shevat represents the rising life force as our 
year moves toward spring. 

—Rabbi Jill Hammer



"Make a career of humanity. Commit yourself to the noble struggle 
for equal rights. You will make a better person of yourself, a greater 
nation of your country, and a finer world to live in."

- Martin Luther King Jr. 
March for Integrated Schools, 
April 18, 1959





Atzilut - The opening world of the 
spirit

Yetzirah - The world of 
feelings, emotions, and 
growth

Briyah - The world of the 
intellect, knowledge and 
consciousness. 

Assiyah - The physical world 
of action and doing. 



Olam Ha’at ilut /עולם האצילות   

- world of the spirit - 

We begin our seder in the world of 
spirit - exploring our own spiritual 
and heart connection to the natural 

world we are a part of. 

 



What do you love about trees? 
How do trees impact your spirit?  

What's an early favorite memory 
of  a tree?



(3) Six years you may sow your field and six years you may prune your vineyard and gather in the yield. (4) But in 
the seventh year the land shall have a sabbath of complete rest, a sabbath of the LORD: you shall not sow your 
field or prune your vineyard. (5) You shall not reap the aftergrowth of your harvest or gather the grapes of your 
untrimmed vines; it shall be a year of complete rest for the land. Leviticus 25: 3-5

_______

(23) When you enter the land and plant any tree for food, you shall regard its fruit as forbidden. Three years it 
shall be forbidden for you, not to be eaten. (24) In the fourth year all its fruit shall be set aside for jubilation 
before the LORD; (25) and only in the fifth year may you use its fruit—that its yield to you may be increased: I 
the LORD am your God. Leviticus 19:23-25

_______

When in your war against a city you have to besiege it a long time in order to capture it, you must not destroy 
its trees, wielding the ax against them. Devarim 20:19

For man is a tree of the field... this is the meaning: You may eat of [trees], but do not cut them down or 
destroy them. The reasoning: because the life of man depends on the trees of the field. Ibn Ezra on 
Deuteronomy 20:19

Sustainability in Torah



Breakthrough Rooms

From peoplehood to Personal spiritual relationships. Widen perspectives and 
welcome diversity. Notice individual impact of communal decision. 



We Perceive with the Heart...

The heart is the internal source that allows the sap of 
consciousness to rise within us. 



Our First Glass
(Fill your glass with red wine or grape juice) 

ֵהינּו ֶמֶל ָהעֹוָלם ּבֹוֵרא ְּפִרי ַהָּגֶפן  ָּברּו ַאָּתה יי ֱא

Baruch atah Adonai Eloheinu melech ha’olam, borei pri hagafen. 

Blessed are You, Eternal our God, Life of the Worlds, who 
creates fruit of the vine.



Olam Ha riyah /עולם הבריאה   

- world of knowledge and consciousness - 

In the spiritual world, we begin to thaw and as we warm, the sap 
of consciousness begins to rise.  Now, we enter the world of 

knowledge. It is here that we think and we plan. In this world, 
we open ourselves to a clearer awareness of the world in which 

we live and the truth that what we do matters.

 

Where have we gone wrong?



When God created the first human beings, God led them around all the trees of 
the Garden of Eden and said: “Look at My works! See how beautiful they are—how 
excellent! For your sake I created them all. See to it that you do not spoil and 
destroy My world; for if you do, there will be no one else to repair it.” 

 Midrash Kohelet Rabbah 7:13



Environmental Confessional
(Rabbi Moti Rotem, Rabbi Yehoram Mazor)

We have wrapped Your world in fog, smoke, and soot.

We have wasted natural reserves.

We have industrialized Your world at the expense of the quality of 
air and water.

We have broken the covenant of balance between human and 
nature.

For all these, God of pardon: Pardon us, Forgive us, Atone for us –



Environmental Confessional
(Rabbi Moti Rotem, Rabbi Yehoram Mazor)

We have wrapped Your world in fog, smoke, and soot.
We have wasted natural reserves.
We have stolen the vistas of the skies with construction.
We have decimated the population of wild animals through our negligence.
We have abandoned the task of ensuring that our children enjoy a decent environment.
We have polluted land, air, and water.
We have perforated the ozone layer that embraces our world.
We have sullied water sources with our refuse.
We have created mountains of garbage in our yards and in the desert.
We have cut down eternal forests for short-term profit.
We have dirtied natural sites and landscapes, beaches, paths, and peaks.
We have mortgaged the future of Your world through our apathy and lack of vision.
We have selfishly exploited the very last gifts of nature.
We have uprooted birds from their nesting places and migration routes.
We have slashed through mountain slopes with quarries.
We have sorrowed You and Your Creation with our lack of responsibility.
We have picked wildflowers that have now become extinct.
We have trampled haughtily over fields and crops.
We have industrialized Your world at the expense of the quality of air and water.
We have broken the covenant of balance between human and nature.

For all these, God of pardon: Pardon us, Forgive us, Atone for us –



Big Yellow Taxi - Joni Mitchell

They paved paradise and put up a parking lot
With a pink hotel, a boutique, and a swinging hot spot

Chorus: 

Don't it always seem to go
That you don't know what you got 'til it's gone
They paved paradise and put up a parking lot

They took all the trees, and put em in a tree museum
And they charged the people a dollar and a half to see them
No, no, no

Chorus 

Hey farmer, farmer, put away that DDT now
Give me spots on my apples
But leave me the birds and the bees
Please

Chorus





A Fruit That is Edible Through and Through
(Raise up a fruit that is completely edible - without shells or pits.) 

We recite together:

ֵהינּו ֶמֶל ָהעֹוָלם ּבֹוֵרא ְּפִרי ָהֵעץ  ָּברּו ַאָּתה יי ֱא

Baruch atah Adonai Eloheinu melech ha’olam, borei pri ha’etz. 

Blessed are You, Eternal our G!d, Life of the Worlds, who creates fruit of the tree



In the beginning there was the Garden of Eden…

Humans lived in harmony with the local ecology.

Indigenous people expanded across the world.

Farming became an important food source.

5000 years ago, monoculture - large plots of one type of crop - began.

The Torah taught agricultural practices meant to reduce human impact:

Leaving the land fallow (no harvesting) once every 7 years.

Do not pick the fruit of a tree until it is 3 years old.



Lack of care and respect for the environment…

As people became numerous,

Sustainable farming practices were abandoned.

Villages became metropolises.

Deforestation for fuel and building material began.

Modern society became dependent on fossil fuels, plastics, etc.

We didn’t manage the manufacturing and disposal of these materials. 

The result - an ever more polluted environment coupled with rapid climate change.



Watershed Management - An Example of Human Impact 

Watershed - an area that 
drains towards a common 
outlet be it a creek or river 
and then eventually, for all 
of Howard County, the 
Chesapeake Bay.









Watershed Biosphere

Traditionally forests filtered the water

We destroyed most of these natural 
landscapes.

Development (suburbanization) replaced 
water-retaining ecosystems with 
impermeable surfaces: roofs, lawns, 
concrete and asphalt. 

All this water sources end up in 
stormwater and flow through the 
watershed.



Water running wild in Ellicott City



Ellicott City Floods: An Example in Our Own Backyards

Ellicott City is where the Tiber Creek watershed enters the Patapsco 
River. Hundred year floods always impacted the bottom-most part of 
Ellicott City.

In 2016 and again in 2018 major floods (so called hundred/thousand 
year floods) destroyed part of Ellicott City. 

The most likely cause was deforestation of the land upstream i.e. new 
housing / stripmalls.

The massive damage gained extensive media coverage all over the 
USA.



“Perhaps the most profound Jewish statement about the relationship between 
human beings and the earth is bound up in two words of Hebrew—Adam and 
Adamah. The first means “human being”; the second, “earth.” The two words 
are connected to teach us that human beings and the earth are intertwined. 
Neither the earth nor human beings run independent of each other; both are 
directly linked and have drastic and lasting effects on one another.”

- Rabbi Arthur Waskow (Torah of the Earth)



Our Second Glass
(Fill your glass with red with a splash of white) 

ֵהינּו ֶמֶל ָהעֹוָלם ּבֹוֵרא ְּפִרי ַהָּגֶפן  ָּברּו ַאָּתה יי ֱא

Baruch atah Adonai Eloheinu melech ha’olam, borei pri hagafen. 

Blessed are You, Eternal our God, Life of the Worlds, who 
creates fruit of the vine.



Olam HaYetzirah /עולם היצירה   

- world of feeling and compassion - 

Our choices have harmed the environment. Some of us 
have privilege which allows us to turn a blind eye 

while others suffer the impacts of our choices. In the 
world of yetzirah we wonder…

   
Who are we not seeing?  What are we not seeing?





A Fruit That is Edible Outside but Hard Inside
(Raise a fruit with a soft outside and a hard inner pit)

We recite together:

ֵהינּו ֶמֶל ָהעֹוָלם ּבֹוֵרא ְּפִרי ָהֵעץ  ָּברּו ַאָּתה יי ֱא

Baruch atah Adonai Eloheinu melech ha’olam, borei pri ha’etz. 

Blessed are You, Eternal our G!d, Life of the Worlds, who creates fruit of the 
tree



Environmental Justice 

Everyone has the right to a clean, safe 
environment with equal environmental 

protection and access to the 
decision-making process. 



Environmental Justice: A Tale of Two Cities
Why was there so much media attention on Ellicott City? 

Wealthy = good infrastructure and resources = resilience to 
catastrophes

In adjacent Baltimore City, a poorer neighborhood received 
similar damage.

Low Income = bad infrastructure and resources = harder time 
recovering from catastrophes!



In Baltimore City…
Stormwater runoff from more affluent 
neighborhoods in Baltimore County ran down 
Frederick Road ending up at the bottom of the 
hill in Baltimore City.

Little local media coverage.

One local church began a reforestation 
program.

Upstream, nothing has changed: (storm) water 
ends up at the bottom of the hill with literally 
nowhere to go.

Maybe planting trees in the cities (and suburbs) 
would help.



Environmental Justice…

Such is the face of environmental justice

Disadvantaged neighborhoods receive little media and resource 
attention

They are also left out of the regulatory/ decision making 
processes



Our Third Glass
(Fill your glass with ½ red and ½ white) 

ֵהינּו ֶמֶל ָהעֹוָלם ּבֹוֵרא ְּפִרי ַהָּגֶפן  ָּברּו ַאָּתה יי ֱא

Baruch atah Adonai Eloheinu melech ha’olam, borei pri 
hagafen. 

Blessed are You, Eternal our God, Life of the Worlds, 
who creates fruit of the vine.



1. What’s that I hear now, ringing in my ears?
I’ve heard that sound before
What’s that I hear now, ringing in my ears?
I hear it more and more
It’s the sound of freedom calling
Ringing up to the sky
It’s the sound of the old ways a-falling
You can hear it if you try
You can hear it if you try

2. Oh, what’s that I see now, shining in my eyes?
I’ve seen that light before
Hey, what’s that I see now, shining in my eyes?
I see it more and more
It’s the light of freedom calling
Shining up to the skies
It’s the light of the old ways a-falling
You can see it if you try
You can see it if you try

3. Hey, what’s that I feel now, beating in my heart?
I’ve felt that beat before
Hey, what’s that I feel now, beating in my heart?
I feel it more and more
It’s the rumble of freedom calling
Climbing up to the sky
It’s the rumble of the old ways a-falling
You can feel it if you try
You can feel it if you try

What’s That I Hear Now by Phil Ochs



Olam HaAssi ah /עולם העשייה   

- world of action - 

Learning and awareness motivate change and lead to 
action. We enter the world of Assiyah. 

   
 What will we do ourselves? What can we do together? 





A Fruit That is Inedible on the Outside but Edible Inside
(Raise a fruit with a hard shell or inedible outer layer)

We recite together:

ֵהינּו ֶמֶל ָהעֹוָלם ּבֹוֵרא ְּפִרי ָהֵעץ  ָּברּו ַאָּתה יי ֱא

Baruch atah Adonai Eloheinu melech ha’olam, borei pri ha’etz. 

Blessed are You, Eternal our G!d, Life of the Worlds, who creates fruit of the 
tree



Assiyah - Action at home
Got Stormwater? 

Lowes’ Landscaping
SW Newsmedia

Wayfair



Assiyah - Action at your congregation and OMI

Encourage positive environmental changes at CJC / OMI

● Rooftop or community solar
● Compost and Recycling Program
● Water bottle filling station

Oregon Department of Transportation

Adam Fagen
Rob Candor



Assiyah - Action in Howard County and Around Maryland

Interfaith Power and Light

MD Campaign for Environmental Human Rights



Assiyah - Action in Israel 

Society for the Protection of Nature in Israel 



Our Fourth Glass
(Fill your glass with white) 

ֵהינּו ֶמֶל ָהעֹוָלם ּבֹוֵרא ְּפִרי ַהָּגֶפן  ָּברּו ַאָּתה יי ֱא

Baruch atah Adonai Eloheinu melech ha’olam, borei pri 
hagafen. 

Blessed are You, Eternal our God, Life of the Worlds, 
who creates fruit of the vine.



Tree, tree, with what shall I bless you?

If I say to you that your fruits should be sweet, 
your fruits are already sweet;

If I say that your shade should be pleasant, your 
shade is already pleasant;

If I say that a stream of water should flow 
beneath you, a stream of water already flows 
beneath you.

Rather, I will bless you as follows: May it be 
God’s will that all saplings planted from your 
seed may be as fruitful as you are. Taanit 5b:12



What blessing would you give 
to our earth? 

What blessing would you give 
the people that live upon it?



Garden Song  by David Mallett 

Plant your rows straight and long
Temper them with prayer and song
And mother earth will make you strong
If you give her love and care

And inch by inch, and row by row
Someone bless these seeds I sow
And someone warm them from below
Till the rain comes tumblin' down

Inch by inch, row by row
Gonna make this garden grow
All it takes is a rake and a hoe
And a piece of fertile ground

And inch by inch, and row by row
Someone bless these seeds I sow
Someone warm them from below
Till the rain comes tumblin' down



Rosh Hashanah L’Ilanot Sameach / Happy New Year of Trees!



Selected Links and References
EPA Environmental Justice  https://www.epa.gov/environmentaljustice

Stillmeadow Community Fellowship https://stillmeadow.community/ 

TreeBaltimore https://www.treebaltimore.org/

Jewish Climate Action Network https://www.jewishclimate.org/the-story-of-jcan.html

Interfaith Partners for the Chesapeake https://www.interfaithchesapeake.org/

Interfaith Power and Light https://ipldmv.org/

MD Campaign for Environmental Human Rights https://mdehr.org/about/

Brit Hazon - The Jewish Lab for Sustainability https://hazon.org/commit-to-change/brithazon/takeaction/ 

Society for the Protection of Nature in Israel https://natureisrael.org/; https://natureisrael.org/What-We-Do 

HoCo Climate Action Network https://www.hococlimateaction.org/

https://www.epa.gov/environmentaljustice
https://stillmeadow.community/
https://www.treebaltimore.org/
https://www.jewishclimate.org/the-story-of-jcan.html
https://www.interfaithchesapeake.org/
https://ipldmv.org/
https://mdehr.org/about/
https://hazon.org/commit-to-change/brithazon/takeaction/
https://natureisrael.org/
https://natureisrael.org/What-We-Do
https://www.hococlimateaction.org/


Upcoming Events and Actions

★ Citizens Campaign for the Environment MD Environmental Summit (Virtual) - January 25, 6 p.m. 
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/2022-maryland-environmental-summit-tickets-230361426227

★ Columbia Association Climate Vulnerability Info Session - January 26, 7:00 p.m. 
https://www.columbiaassociation.org/event/information-session-columbias-climate-vulnerability/

★ Interfaith Partners for the Chesapeake, et al. Speaking Out Faithfully for Our Common Home: Online 
Maryland Legislative Briefing - January 30, 6 p.m. 
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/2022-maryland-environmental-summit-tickets-230361426227

★ Chesapeake Climate Action Network (CCAN) Make MD a Climate Leader Petition 
https://chesapeakeclimate.org/maryland/2022-make-maryland-a-climate-leader/

★ Sierra Club MD Chapter Briefing and Lobby Nights February 3, 7:30 p.m., February 7+ with reps 
https://act.sierraclub.org/events/details?formcampaignid=7013q000002GBnKAAW

https://www.eventbrite.com/e/2022-maryland-environmental-summit-tickets-230361426227
https://www.columbiaassociation.org/event/information-session-columbias-climate-vulnerability/
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/2022-maryland-environmental-summit-tickets-230361426227
https://chesapeakeclimate.org/maryland/2022-make-maryland-a-climate-leader/
https://act.sierraclub.org/events/details?formcampaignid=7013q000002GBnKAAW

